Translating epidemiology into policy

A major area of emphasis for the American College of Epidemiology (ACE) is the intersection of epidemiology and
policymaking. Although the development of policies and regulations in public health relies on epidemiologic
evidence, the methods for evaluating and incorporating such evidence into policymaking are not well established. Ad
hoc, time consuming, and occasionally vexing, the process of synthesizing epidemiologic and other evidence into a
rational basis for policy may lend itself to crosscutting lessons learned. Policy decisions themselves must remain a
matter of case-by-case consideration, but ACE can help discern the successful elements of a more general
framework.

To better understand the intersection of epidemiology and policy, the ACE Policy Committee hosted workshop in
2009 and 2011 at Washington University in St. Louis. The invited panelists included experts from diverse disciplines
with extensive policy experience. The workshop resulted in eight case studies and two overview articles that were
published in the Annals of Epidemiology. The Policy Committee has created teaching slides that go along with each
case study. In using these, please credit the American College of Epidemiology and the Annals of Epidemiology.
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For questions or comments about this information, email Ross Brownson (rbrownson@wustl.edu) or Olivia Carter-
Pokras (opokras@umd.edu).



