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Rothman KJ. The Rise and Fall of Rothman KJ. The Rise and Fall of 
Epidemiology 1950Epidemiology 1950--2000 AD 2000 AD –– NEJM 1981NEJM 1981

“The College, which was spurned by the profession when it was 
organized as a self-proclaimed accrediting body, used its 
entrance examination to restrict admission to its ranks. By 1990, 
certification by the College was regarded as instrumental for 
success in the courtrooms and hearing rooms where nearly
all epidemiologic issues were decided.”

Note – this was a satirical piece
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Rothman KJ. Epidemiology Still RisingRothman KJ. Epidemiology Still Rising
IntInt J J EpidemiolEpidemiol (in press) (in press) 

“… new obstacles would confront epidemiologists and 
demand attention. … The American College of Epidemiology
portrayed in the essay as becoming our professional union, 
was instrumental in getting research exemptions written 
into the law (viz. HIPPA).”

“In the mid-nineties, I had to abandon a study of cellular 
telephones and brain cancer because a tort lawyer filed a 
class action suit to get his hands on the names of cellular
telephone users who had brain cancer. Again, the American
college of Epidemiology was helpful in opposing this
grim development.”
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Changing Face of EpidemiologistsChanging Face of Epidemiologists

•• More ethnic/racial diversityMore ethnic/racial diversity
•• More programs and studentsMore programs and students
•• More career choices, esp. private sectorMore career choices, esp. private sector
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1995 Statement of Principles1995 Statement of Principles

•• The annual scientific meeting of the The annual scientific meeting of the 
College will reflect racial, ethnic, and College will reflect racial, ethnic, and 
cultural diversitycultural diversity

•• The dearth of minorities at all levels of the The dearth of minorities at all levels of the 
College will be rectifiedCollege will be rectified

•• A standing committee on minority affairs A standing committee on minority affairs 
will be created to increase representation will be created to increase representation 
of minorities in the profession. of minorities in the profession. 
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Private Sector EpidemiologistsPrivate Sector Epidemiologists

•• Disqualified from service on expert panelsDisqualified from service on expert panels
•• Less likely to be journal editors or elected Less likely to be journal editors or elected 

officials officials [Annals, ACE are exceptions][Annals, ACE are exceptions]

•• Journal peer review can be adversarial for Journal peer review can be adversarial for 
nonnon--scientific reasonsscientific reasons

•• Published work is sometimes assumed, a Published work is sometimes assumed, a 
priori, to be biasedpriori, to be biased
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A Priori Perception of BiasA Priori Perception of Bias

“We, like many others, give most credence to papers 
published in reputable journals by academics working in 
institutes of excellence. The credibility rating goes down 
when a project is funded by a drug company that 
has an interest in its outcome.”

Raveendran R, Gitanjali B. Lancet 1997:349:1173-1174.



15

Private Sector EpidemiologistsPrivate Sector Epidemiologists

•• Ad hominem attacksAd hominem attacks
•• Collaborations with government Collaborations with government 

epidemiologists face political hurdles, epidemiologists face political hurdles, 
lately insurmountablelately insurmountable

•• Cannot assure potential sponsors that Cannot assure potential sponsors that 
their research will be judged fairlytheir research will be judged fairly
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Instructions for AuthorsInstructions for Authors
jama.ama-assn.org, assessed August 29, 2007

For industryFor industry--sponsored studies, an analysis of the sponsored studies, an analysis of the 
data (entire raw data set, study protocol, and data (entire raw data set, study protocol, and 
prespecifiedprespecified plan for data analysis) must be plan for data analysis) must be 
conducted by an independent statistician at an conducted by an independent statistician at an 
academic institution, such as a medical school, academic institution, such as a medical school, 
academic medical center, or government academic medical center, or government 
research institute, that has oversight over the research institute, that has oversight over the 
person conducting the analysis and that is person conducting the analysis and that is 
independent of the commercial sponsor. independent of the commercial sponsor. 
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My ColleagueMy Colleague’’s Response from the s Response from the 
JAMA Editor & ReviewerJAMA Editor & Reviewer

“The editors ask that you arrange for an academic statistician
from outside the sponsoring company to have complete 
access to the raw data and to provide a letter in writing that 
he/she agrees with your main findings.”

Reviewer B: “The statistical analysis should be conducted 
independent of the pharmaceutical company.”
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Secret Ties to Industry Secret Ties to Industry ……
re Sir Richard Doll and othersre Sir Richard Doll and others

It is highly likely that there were delays in 
addressing the carcinogenic risks that these 
epidemiologists minimized in the interests of 
their clients.”
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For Consideration by the CollegeFor Consideration by the College

•• Advocate a balanced perspective on Advocate a balanced perspective on 
conflict of interestconflict of interest

•• Encourage engagementEncourage engagement
•• Advocate blinded peer review by journalsAdvocate blinded peer review by journals
•• Push for greater inclusiveness on editorial Push for greater inclusiveness on editorial 

boards and expert panelsboards and expert panels
•• Issue guidelines for industry programsIssue guidelines for industry programs
•• Issue guidelines for consulting with Issue guidelines for consulting with 

industry industry 


