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• Then:  Defining secondary data & secondary use

• Now:  Big data & ubiquitous data

• Ethical implications for population health research

Outline
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“Bigger Data”
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Ubiquitous 

primary data
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“Bigger Data”
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Ethical implications in 

population health
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What is old is new again
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• Benefits and harms of various uses of data

• Benefits and harms of not using data

• Justice (inclusion, free riding, burden, and benefit)

• Scientific rigor (bad science is unethical science)

• Trust (professional ethics for the research enterprise)

• Reimagining informed consent

Ethical dimensions:  Ubiquitous data & 

population health research
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• Renegotiating the public terms of data collection, 

storage, and use

– Create a new norm that includes a learning health 

system to which all users contribute

– Raise professional expectations of all who ‘touch’ 

data 

– Create comprehensive privacy policies that 

include swift and severe consequences for misuse 

Possible next steps
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Thank you


